
“You, beloved, since you are forewarned, beware that you are not 

carried away with the error of the lawless and lose your stability. But grow 

in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” 2 Peter 3:17,18. 

 

Dear Christian friends: 

 

“O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home.   

 

Under the shelter of your throne, Your saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is your arm alone, And our defense is sure.”
1
 

 

The words of this hymn have come often to my mind in these days. We currently live in a 

culture of Biblical illiteracy. Most people today do not know even the most fundamental 

aspects of the Christian faith, and this is among Christians! The most common experience 

among my colleagues is the need to do a pre-confirmation year for most students. That is 

a preparatory year. It is needed because the greatest number of young people do not have 

any knowledge about the fundamentals of our faith. The bible stories taught in previous 

years in Sunday School have been missed. Children do not recite the Lord’s Prayer to 

begin a school day. So they do not even know this basic prayer.  

 

Now our children aren’t idiots. The knowledge they express on many other subjects is 

well versed. My children’s generation and younger can manipulate the computer and 

program technical devices in ways that dazzle me. I know they will be exposed to many 

other ideas and temptations. Ecstasy or Fentanyl will also be presented to them. With the 

levels of faith knowledge most young people have, I wonder whether in future years, 

when they experience troubling times, they will recognize this steadfast help that God is 

for us, as the hymn summarizes! 

 

The hope that abides with us eternally is God’s love in Jesus Christ. The Church has 

always expressed the teaching role that comes through faith. The scriptures always have 

been the core of the teaching material. Our scriptures express the presence of God with 

people throughout history. Those people that God called in previous generations were not 

perfect. They had their moments of fear, deceit, self-pity, etc. However, in the midst of 

their weakness and sin, God continued to call them to faithful journey. When they failed, 

God did not write them off. In these scriptures we learn about God’s faithfulness in 

previous generations.  

 

We know God continues to call us. God abides with us. Our task is to learn God’s story 

from the past. Then we weave our own story into that tapestry. Our story is still 

unfolding. It is to continue the gift of hope come among us. As God has been our help in 

ages past, we understand that God will also be our help in ages to come. This is certainly 

virtuous knowledge.  

 

The New Year is a time of resolutions and new beginnings. May the study of scripture, 

the telling of the faith story and growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be the opportunity for real living.  

 

In Christ forever, Pastor Kevin. 
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